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1 saw the progress in Ms studio of the celebrated picture
of the Proclamation in Versailles, as well as most of his other
paintings. My parents were great patrons of his, and did
much to get his work acknowledged. My mother was god-
mother to two of his children and held them herself over the
font when they were christened. During my reign Werner
painted the ceiling fresco in the cupola of the Berlin Cathedral.
I thoroughly enjoyed, too, going to Adolph von MenzeTs studio.
My appreciation and esteem of that great artist is too
universally known for there to be any need to repeat it here.
I and my brother Henry, when we were boys, sat to him for a
picture of the Review of 1373 in honour of the King of Italy.
Unfortunately, that picture was never finished, although my
grandfather had approved the sketch that von Menzel had
submitted to him.

Gustav Richter was often in my parents' house, and I used
to meet Mm when he was painting his " Pyramid Building/*

Then there was the gifted artist Knille, who sometimes
gave my mother lessons in painting, and whom I often admired
when he was at work. I cared especially for his pictures of
Tannhauser and scenes from ScheffeFs " Eckehard/1 and there
was a portrait drawing by him of Pope Gregory VII that
hung in my mother's room which I thought very fine.

I was very fond of going to see August von Heyden
because he made a study of the German sagas and folk-lore
in his pictures, and he helped me to get some insight into these.
I found his pictures of the legend of Parzifal and the " Ride
of the Valkyries" particularly attractive, and I registered a
resolution to buy them, which I afterwards carried out.
Heyden was originally concerned with mining, hence his great
interest in the miners of the Middle Ages. He had much to
tell me, as he was a great authority on costume, for which
I had a hobby; he afterwards became costume expert at the
Berlin Academy. I appointed him member of the Commis-
sion of Enquiry into Industrial Conditions in 1890, on account
of Ms practical and vast experience of mining. It is a matter
of common .knowledge how Bismarck criticised this in the
third volume of his <cThoughts and Recollections"; at that